
 

 

Res Artis – Activity Report 2013 
 

 
Amsterdam, March 13, 2014 
 
Dear members: 
 
2013, the 20th anniversary of Res Artis, was an extraordinary year. We quickly recovered from the fact that 
we did not receive support from the European Union in 2013. The new situation paved the path to rethinking 
our operational structure and funding scheme. It also urged as to seek new partners and lead to innovative 
discussions with other organisation on new ways of collaborations and support.  
 
Today Res Artis is, without doubt, in the unique position to support and connect the artist residency field 
worldwide.  
 
Following a bottom-up strategy the potential of our programmes and services is not only confirmed by the 
enthusiasm of our current members and partners, but it is also visible in the membership growth (with more 
than a hundred new members in 2013), the curiosity of agents in others cultural fields in our activities, and 
the popularity of our newsletters, social media, and other communication tools.  
 
This year we were not only able to further develop and professionalize our programming significantly, we 
also started up an activity thread regarding the social impact of the artist residency field and its role for 
sustainable development, which we intend to develop in synergy with other networks in the coming three 
years, and beyond.  
 
We increased our advocacy work on the European level and intend to expand internationally and deepen this 
crucial engagement regarding visa issues and cultural rights in the context of intercultural exchange and 
mobility.  
 
We started to diversify our fundraising tools and created a modest donors program. We will continue to test 
this as well as other fundraising strategies to explore new possibilities of building our capacity, also through 
professional development efforts we plan to explore with other networks.  
 
We have also strengthened our organization by means of a highly experienced and engaged Amsterdam 
office team, which allowed us to invest more in external relationships, and due to a dedicated enlarged 
Board that promotes Res Artis and the artist residency field all over the world. 
 
Looking back at all the new members and partners we have met, and all the new relationships and projects 
that we could develop, we can only envision lots of excitement for the upcoming year! At the same time, we 
clearly must assess that we can only follow through with the activities we foresee if we can increase our 
office capacity, and receive more financial support to create the impact needed to professionalize our 
operations so we can continue to support the residency field development worldwide with cutting-edge 
know-how and high-end opportunities to learn and connect. This depends more and more on effective digital 
solutions and through pooling synergies with other networks and cross-sectorial operators.  
 
We thank you for your on-going support and invite you to read our 2013 overview outlining our 
achievements.  
 
Mario A. Caro 
President of the Board of Res Artis 
  



 

 

 
Res Artis Projects and Meetings 
 

Res Connect 
  

 Although Res Artis needs a membership fee contribution in order to operate and develop its program 
and activities, we also believe that there should not be a financial barrier to be part of our network. Res Artis 
wants to be all inclusive within its membership. Therefore we started the Res Connect initiative. A 
programme where Res Artis members act as donors by paying membership fee for an emerging artist 
residency that does not have sufficient financial means to join our network. In its first year, two donors 
supported the membership of At Home Gallery (Slovakia) and Voices of the Wilderness (United States). 

  

Res Awards 

 
•  Through the Res Artis Awards, our members are able to directly support the mobility of artists by 

offering fully funded residency opportunities as awards. The venue of the Res Artis awards is a biennial or 
other art event hosted by a partner organisation. Two artists received Res Artis Awards in 2013. Laura 
Huertas Millán (Colombia) was awarded a residency at Arquetopia (Mexico) and the other award was given 
by a-i-r laboratory, Centre for Contemporary Art Ujazdowski Castle (Poland), to Ali Cherri (Lebanon). 

  

Advocacy 

 
•  Res Artis was involved in many advocacy activities on the EU level, this year we created a new 

Advocacy Platform to inform the residency field on Visa & Mobility issues, changes in the EU visa code, and 
to share reports on cultural rights and mobility with them. We were part of the working group Arts, Social 
Justice Human Rights (ARJ) at the European Commission’s Access to Culture Platform where we co-produced 
an event that promoted the Special Report on cultural rights produced by Farida Shaheed before the 
European Parliament in Brussels. We also became a member of the Executive Committee of Culture Action 
Europe to represent the artist residency field's voice on this political cultural platform and to be involved in 
CAE actions in promoting the role of culture for sustainable development. 

  

ResSupport Fellowships 
 

•  ResSupport Fellowship is the name for Res Artis on-going professional development program which 
provides the opportunity for cultural workers to be in residency at established centers within the Res Artis 
network. As a network we believe that these exchanges between the members of Res Artis are an effective 
way for mutual learning and know-how exchange. We created a platform to connect Host organisations and 
fellows from our network.  Through our ResSupport Fellowships, Res Artis supports emerging residencies 
from mostly underrepresented countries to learn from more established members to train their managerial 
skills and for leadership development. In 2013, we have developed the program from its pilot phase to 
become a continuous member-to-member service. Two organisations were selected to have their 
ResSupport experience in 2014 in Germany and USA. 
 

Res Artis Mapping 

  
• In 2011 Res Artis decided to take on the task of comprehensively mapping the world of residencies. 
Through our Res Artis Mapping project, we graphically portray the field of artist residencies by mapping a 
variety of data: of course it includes the profile of each artist residency, their program focus and capacity. It 
also maps their collaborative relationships with other organizations and funders around the globe. In 2013, 
we partnered up with China Residencies and started to map thirty Chinese residency programs into the Res 
Artis residency map, and we contacted several nationally operating residency programs to working them to 
collect data, which we will intensify in 2014 for Europe and Asia. 
  



 

 

ResSupport Handbook 
  
• With our ResSupport Residency Handbook we respond to our network’s expressed need for practical 
information regarding setting up and running a residency. The launch of the first version of the handbook 
took place in late 2013 and represents the manifestation of the vision and efforts shared by the Res Artis 
staff, our members, the Board, and our interns.  It contains 100 pages of essential insights and manuals on 
How to Set Up, Manage and Grow a Residency program. This is an ongoing project that will benefit from 
continuous crowd-authored updates from our members. 
 

Meetings 
 
• We were present at seven different conferences and meetings, representing our members and the 
residency field while discussing agendas, missions, and objectives from our sector: Art Motile + Macuf ( La 
Coruña Spain), European Culture Forum (Brussels, Belgium), Culture Action Europe (Rome, Italy), Ufa Fabrik 
(Berlin, Germany), Transcultural Exchange 2014 Conference (Boston, United States), Access to Culture 
Platform of the European Commission (Brussels, Belgium) and Co-Production of the event to promote the UN 
Special Rapport on Culture Rights (Brussels, Belgium). 
 

Our European Focus 
 
We have increasingly participated in advising European Cultural policy making and cultural politics regarding 
the residency field and beyond. We will continue with our engagement in European cultural affairs in the 
coming years, and make sure that our European members benefit from the opportunities to internationalize 
their careers by taking advantage of the global opportunities offered by our network.  
 

Membership & Partnerships 
  
• Res Artis welcomed 110 new members, from grassroots initiatives run by artists to more institutional 
programs all the way to a group of established Associate Members in support of the residency field. 
  

 We chose to support two high-impact European cultural organisations: We got on the Executive Board of 
Culture Action Europe and joined the membership of On the Move. 

  
• Our network involved a total of 470 members in more than 70 countries. These are residency programs 
dedicated to offering artists, curators, and all manner of creative people a time and place away from their 
everyday life, an experience framed within a unique geographic and cultural context. 
 

Communication  
 
• We launched our Donation Platform to receive the support of donors who want to help us increasing our 
capacity to further develop our programs and services so artist residencies around the world can continue 
flourishing.  
 
• Published three “Notes from the Field,” our space to refer to various impressions recorded at key events 
within the residency field. 
  
• We sent out six bi-monthly Newsletters, in English, Spanish, and French. 24.000 subscribers received our 
Newsletter every two months. These included news about upcoming Res Artis conferences and events, 
cooperation and partnerships among our member organisations, upcoming residency deadlines and features, 
about online tools and new residency programs, as well as funding opportunities. 
  
• Ten was the total amount of interesting research documents added to our Library. 
  



 

 
• We published 481 upcoming deadlines containing residency and workshop opportunities and 
communicating other services with deadlines and open calls, directly from our members to the general 
public. 
  
• During 2013, 260.158 creative persons visited and benefited from our website and online resources.  In 
total, our website was consulted 619.324 times during the whole year. On the other hand, The Res Artis 
Facebook Fan Page reached 66.834 fans. 
 

Grants 
  
• We obtained the ASEF Creative Networks grant that will aid us in establishing the Asia-Europe Creative 
Residency Network as a sub-network of Res Artis to specifically promote more cultural exchange between 
two continents: Asia and Europe. 
 

Our Organisation 

 
• Our volunteer Board welcomed three new members. Kavita Shah, (India,) Eliza Roberts, (Australia,) and 
Francisco Guevara (Mexico).  Their perspectives will help us to expand our geographic and cultural diversity 
by to representing these crucial parts of the world. In 2013 the Res Artis Board consisted of 8 volunteer 
board members helping us to fulfil our mission.  
  
• We welcomed four interns, involved them in our daily operations and programming, and greatly benefited 
from their engagement and talents. We informed them about the residency field and guided the 
improvement of their skills according to commonly agreed on training programs or focal points, in turn, they 
contributed greatly to our efforts. 

 

Our Network 

 
At the end of the 2013, we made a small research to investigate the number and duration of artists hosted 
by our members. The questionnaire was completed by 155 members (33% of membership). In total, 4.262 
artists were welcomed by these 155 members in 2013. The average time length of the artist in the residency 
in this sample was 50 days. If only one third of our membership is already hosting this substantial amount of 
artists, we can envision the enormous magnitude of creative people being hosted within our whole network. 
 
This is an enormous amount of time and space that member artists' residencies provide for creative work. 
Some welcome visual artists, while others support writers, filmmakers, choreographers, musicians and other 
creative individuals. 90% have public programs that engage the local community while others offer solitude 
and retreat. Today, artist residencies are considered influential places for international art to be planned, 
discussed and produced.  While this time away from everyday routines and obligations is essential to 
critically create and reflect on the contemporary world and to let that investment flow back into our 
societies, artist residencies are also incubators for sustainable development of the social and economic 
reality around them. 
  
We are very proud that our members provide such an important role in the cultural field and far beyond. 
 
We will in 2014 continue to provide programs and services that have become an increasingly crucial resource 
for residency spaces all over the globe! 
 
Get in contact. 
 
Res Artis 
Address: Sarphatistraat 470, 1018GW, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
Email: office@resartis.org 
Phone: +31 617135449 


