
 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Overview and Financial Summary from the President 
 

 

Dear Res Artis Community, 

 

2017 has marked the transition to our 25th anniversary of Res Artis. An unforgettable meeting 

in Copenhagen with Danish Art Workshop and FABRIKKEN for Kunst and Design brought 

members together for an intimate dialogue on tooling residencies. One of my own 

interpretations of this inspiring meeting is that nothing ever replaces the actual staying in a 

place and the touch with the tool. 

 

During 2017 we have reached a membership increase of 9%, bringing the total amount of 

members to 658 organisations world-wide. The growth of the field – with its multidisciplinary 

and ubiquitous forms – is a direct reflection of the need of arts and indeed arts residencies 

around the world. Residencies are not only a source of inspiration for artists, but also a means 

of communication and an act of encounter. And encounters are needed in this world now 

more than ever.  

 

In regards to the finances, during the fiscal year of 2017 Res Artis produced a loss of 5,700 €. 

The result is not satisfactory, but it does reflect the needed changes in our organisation: the 

execution of the Strategy 2020. The establishment of the Australian office in Melbourne and 

the position of the new Executive Director are expected to strengthen the global reach of Res 

Artis long-term. Together with the Middle East, North Africa and South Asian (MENASA) 

cluster in Tehran, we are on the right track to serve the field of residencies ‘glocally’.  

 

The Res Artis summary Financial Report for 2017 can be viewed by our members here: 

http://www.resartis.org/en/member_area/res_artis_facts__figures/financial_reports/  

 

It is important to notice that over 80% of the annual costs are allocated to the staff of the 

organisation. This means that every membership payment is needed and benefits the most 

important resource of our organisation: the talented persons running the organisation. We are 

more than lucky to have Birte, Eliza and Maryam taking care of our world-wide services.  

 

I do want to thank our generous benefactors, Michael Schwarz and David Clouston in 

Australia and Ehsan Rasoulof in Iran. During 2017 their in-kind support towards our regional 

clusters has been invaluable. It is great to meet private persons dedicated to cultural 

encounters who value art so much. We do need them in our world.  

 

At the same time as bringing you an overview of the key events and finances for 2017, it is 

nearing the end of my term on the Board and I wish to thank you all for a wonderful eight 

years with Res Artis. What a unique world-wide team we have. I have been privileged to have 

been part of the strategic work, implementation of the new regional approach and 

organizational changes during these years. And more than anything it has been a great joy to 

work with you all, be part of the global team and learn from all of you. Thank you, dear 

friends and colleagues.  

 

http://www.resartis.org/en/member_area/res_artis_facts__figures/financial_reports/


 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we celebrate our 25th anniversary with joy. Res Artis is the worldwide and largest 

network of residencies dedicated to professional, sustainable, transparent and diverse world 

encounters. I am more than happy to invite you all to my birth city Rovaniemi, the heart of 

Lapland in June to develop the field further together at our next Res Artis Meeting.  

 

And the world is a bit more mobile again, 

  

 
Leena Vuotovesi 

President, Res Artis  

 

 


